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U A FAN.

Come to my resous, presty fan,
And whils 1 wave you, if you ean,
Rovive my sensas stepid;
And blow upon ber blushing cheek
Lotil s smile and [ may speak,
You rogy wing of Cupid
Ah, now I'm really polng to speak;
Make hasto to cool ber beated cheel,
Ani send a swoetly yes
Up to her itps, my heart to bleds,
My radlant little charmer.
—Susan Hartley in Harper's Weekly,

THE PADRES CATS.

Padre Mateo Verdugo was the vener-
abls priest in charge of an Indian i
near the ooast of California. The
is now a majestic ruin, and the race for
whose regeneration i was founded is
nearing extinction; but sixty vears ago
Padre Mateo was the busiest man in the
world. There were the massive struct-
ures of adobe to be erected, neophytes to

inetruct and discipline, infants to bap- |

tize, hordes of hungry Indians to fead
and funeral services to preach, for be-
fore the benighted savages could be
brought to understand that the mission
was being established for the saving of
their souls they had sent many a Chris-
tian to join the army of the blessed
miartyra,

But whem, after ten years of toil, the
buildings were completed, and the last
martyrs were buried, and the infants
were all regenerated, and the Indians
were pacified by gifts of trinkets and
clothes, time began to weigh rather
heavily upon the zealous padre. He
lengthened the eorvices and sang mass

every day and performed all the cere-
monies of the church with scrupulous |
exactness; he provided the mission with
cattle and sheep, and taught the Indians
to sow grain and to labor with tools, yet
there were long hours left unoccupied
and the priest was often lonely.

After the soldiers were removed to a |
rounger mission the padre's parishioners, |
with the exception of Gaudnloupe Cor-
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teo, the ancient sacristan, were all In- |
dinns. Now, Gaudaloupe, it must be |
confessed, made but a poor companion; |
for, hia work being done, he straightway
stretched hislank body upou a bench be-
tween the great arches at the sunny side
of the building and went to sleep.

Years passed away. The mission pros-
pered. The harvest of souls was bounti-
ful, and where once had been an un-
broken solitude now uprose a picturesquo
Indian village, with houses built of reeds
or of adobe, and the winding streets all
leading up to tho great gray pile on the
hill

One morning, while the sacristan elept
on his bench, Padre Mateo sat outside his
door with a big book on his knees. |

The rugged mountains wers veiled in
miles of blue mist, but their snowy crests
shone in the sunlight. Upon the velvety
elopes of the foothills grazed cattle and
shesp, The wide, fertila valley was
bathed in golden licht, Faroff—a silver
line—gleamed the Pacific ocean. The
villuge streets were deserted. Save the
droning of insects and the regular respi-
rations of the dozing sacristan, not &
sound broke the stillness.

The padre hnd almost fallen asleep,

| when, hearing the patter of bare feet, he

looked up to see some dark skinned boys
carrying a litter of kirtens toward the
creck.

“Que! Quel” cried the padre, rubbing
hiseyes. ‘“*Adomda va V? Would you
destroy the poor kittens®"

*3i, padre,” replied one little Indian, |

“Para que?” questioned thy priest.

“They are too many, padre,” answered
the little Indiun, poking his great too in
| the dtht. .uul looking longingly toward
the creek

“But \wut' The pretty things! They
ha\'c not yet beheld the light of day.

@ them to mel" cried the t-:-nl"n'mt
pnvst. “They shall not perish, for 1 will
care for them myself. Are they not
| pretty, my worthy Gaudaloupe? Open
thine eves for an instant, Seel are they
not pretty?”

Surely, had the sacristan foreseen the
consequences, he would have made ro-

the | monstrance thea, before the padre’s pas-
phical | gion strengtlened; but, being sleepy and

selfish, Gaudaloupe only chuckled as he
settled himself for another nap, think-
ing, “Now that the reverend padre has
somewhat to amuse him, perchance I
may be permittad to doze in peace.”

One of the inconveniences arising
from the adoption of a family of cats is
the manner in which it is prone toin-
crease. At theend of the sscond year
Padre Mateo's cats were the bane of the
Ervery day the priest
found it necessary to reprove Gandaloupe
forsomesad dereliction. Efther belhad not
bathed Celestine’s sore eye, or the dose
of catnip tea for Antonio had been nog-
lected, or Christafus had been allowed
to scamper off before breakfust—for, be
it understood, each cathad a high sound- |
ing name, and a place at the padre's |
tuble, and regularly partook of a repast
three times a day.

Had Gaudnloupe not so highly vener- |
ated the padre's sacred calling, there I
would surely bave been an open rebel-
lion; as it was, the sacristan had to con-
tent himsclf with thinking his indigna-

| Hon.

“Must 1" thought he, with rising
spleen, “I, who am 70 years old and have
a stitch in my back—must I, besides
dusting the altar and ringing four heavy

cats? Es vergonzoso, indeed!”

Had he not feared the padre's male-
diction he would bave murdered the
creatures w:thoutmmpum.uon He even
gave up his morning nap, siting with |
hLis little red eves open and a scowl on
Lis wrinkled, yellow face, while he triad
o dovise a means of ridding the world
of the pests.  In vain he pondered. The
cams flourished, and the padre’s fondness
increased, snd Gaudaloupe was scolded
more frequently than ever, “Heart of |
stone!” the priest would exclaim |
“Would you let them starve? I am sure
vou gave no milk to Carmina's new kit-
tens this day! and weil you kmow she has
not nourishmant enough for them alil |
You ehall do penance for your inicui- |
t'ﬁan,w excellency,” the sacristan

would remonstrate with great humility,
“I had no milk left after supplring the
sick buba of the squaw who diad last
week. Surely the kittens can wait”

“Wait?” stormed the padre. ““Are they
not wailing from hunger even now? Their
cries pierce miy heart! How can [ leave
them to your charge and go away for
=ight long days—and go I mmst!—know-
ing that they will not be fad?™

At these words hope sprang up anew
in G.'md:xl-mpe's perildions heart.

“Art thon going away, reverend pa-
dre? he asked, meekly. “Aml,mdaed.
to ke Jeft alons for cight jong days"

| “*fiands!

| ble padre; but frst let me speak.

Tt is trus,” réplicd the" priest, sadly.
“I must go. Iam summoned to report
bnmysupentratﬂanhlk Rey; and the

how can I go? The Indians can get along
well enongh, to be sare, but what, I ask
you, heart of wood, what will become of
my cats®™

So Gaudaloupe promised earnestly to
attend to all :.hen- wants, to call them
regularly to their meals, to administer to
the ailing ones their allotted spoonsful of
herb taa, and to endeavor to solace and
cheer them during the absence of the
priest. Next day, as Padre Mateo
ed slowly down the road, a sardonic
smile came upon the countenance of the
wicked sacristan. As the padre’s portly
fizure diminished in the distance, Gauda-
loupe, forgstting the stitch in his back
and the ache in his bones, skipped nim-
bly into the house and began prepars-
tions to carry out his evil designs.

It was nearing midday, Already Ig-
natius, the oldest and leanest and hun-
griest of the cats, had appeared, eniffing,
as he entered the kitohen, to learn if din-
ner was being eooked.

“I will teach thee, villain!™ muttered
the sacristan, fisrcely, as he busied him-
self building a fira, “I will teach thes
10 sit and glower at ma while I work till
my body shakes with wearinesa!”

When the meal was ready Gaodaloupe
went to the door, *“Come, Carlotia,
dearest! Come, my Pedrol Come, Car-
los!” hecalled, tenderly. *“Hasten within,

| for thy dinner waits! Be quick, then;

all of you!
Whsn the cats were seated, and wait-
ing, as usual, for Padra Mateo to take
bis place and pronounce the benediction,
Gaudaloups, after tichtly closing the
doors, hurried to the chapel, From the
altar he seleoted the largest crucifix,
and, bearing this in the left hand, and a
great whip behind him in hisright hand,
he returned to the padre's house,
Holding the crucifix before him, the

| sacristan entered the room where the

cats were assembled. “*Now wretches!
brutes! villains!” he shouted—and st
each word came a cut from the whip—
monsters! ungrateful beasts!
Receive your punishment!”

The astonisbed creatures leaped from
their seats and tore madly about the lit-
tle room, but they could not get beyond
the reach of Gaudaloupe's whip. He
Inshed right and left, still holding the

| erucifix before him, till at last he could

no longer wield the heavy whip.

“Enongh for this time!" he panted,
throwing open the door. "‘Now, crea-
tures of evil, depart!” and as the last cat
disappearad the sacristan dropped his
whip in a corner, assumed a devout ex-
pression and carried the crucifix back to
its place on the altar.

Thrice each day a similar scene was

' enacted. The cats were called tenderly

by npame, srranged in their respective
places and generously served to a savory
repast, only to sca the sacristan appear,
bearing the crueifix aloft im the left
hand and the whip behind him in the

right—till at the sightof the crucifix the

creatures would spring wildly from their
seats and seck to escape.

Padre Mateo returncd at nibht and
was weleomed cordially by the perfidi-
ous sacristan. In the morning, when

the breakfast was ready, Gaudsloupe |

called the padre to the meal.

“But—where are the cats? asked
Padre Mateo, upon seeing their seats
unoccupied.

Gaudaloupe shrugeed his shoulders
with a look of sadness as he replied:
*‘Speak not of them, reverend padre!”

“But 1 want my cats!”

“Your exccllence—I fear you have
been befooled,”

“Where are my cats?”

“Well, then, I will call them, venern
I fear
the creatures are not mere common cats,
else why did they conduct themselves so
strangely in vour absence?’

“Nonsense!” roured the padre, *Of
what do you speak? Call my cats!”

“Put wait, your reverence. As your
reverence knows, it 3 my duty always,
of a Thursday, to clean the candlesticks
and the sacred crucifixes on the altar.
Your reverence well remembers that it is
my custom always to bring them outside
into the air that the dust may not soil

the aitar cloth. What will your rever- |

ence think when I reveal the wickedness
of your reverence's cats? They are all
devils, surely, elsa why should they run
from the crucifix, as the evil one would
flea from the presence of the Virgin?”

“Nonsense!” rogred the padre. “Call
my cats!"

So the eacristan did as he was bid.

“Now," said Padre Mateo, trinmphant-
Iy, when all the cats were meated about
the table, ““we will test this thing! Bring
in the cruciiix!”

Without & word the wicked sacristan |

flow to the rlmpei and, returning, en-

| tered the priest's room holding the sacred

emblem aloft beforo him. At its ap-
pearance the unhappy cats gave a dis-
cordant howl of roge and despair, and
fled, as spirits of evil fles from the pres-
ence of the Virgin.

As the last swollen tail disappeared the
| padre gave a gasp and caught the sacris-
tan's arm for support.

Thers was an interval of ominous
silence, and the m'.m.hla priest’s coun-
tenance was ugitated by Lo
tiops.
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